CHURCH OF NORTH INDIA

HOLY BAPTISM

A Word to Parents from the Bishop

God has blessed you with the gift of a child, and you are now
rightly considering his Baptism.

It is by Baptism that we are brought into the Christian Church;
but Baptism is not merely a formal enrolment, the writing of a child’s
name on the membership roll of the Church. Baptism is a sacrament
and therefore its most important effects are spiritual. Through this
Sacrament God gives the baptized child a great gift and blessing.

What is this gift and blessing? In the Gospel we read that
mothers brought their children to Jesus Christ and that He took them
up in His arms, laid His hands upon them, and blessed them. At every
Baptism Jesus Christ, acting through the human hands of the priest, is
the Baptizer. He receives the child into His kingdom, and unites him to
himself, so that His life may begin to flow into the child, just as the life
of the vine flows into the branches of the vine. Just as a branch is
grafted-into a vine so by Baptism we are joined to Jesus Christ.

God'’s great gift in Baptism then, is the life of Jesus Christ, and
that is what we mean when we say that in Baptism a child is made 'a
member of Christ.’

In the Baptism Service, water which has been blessed is poured
upon the child in the Name of God, the Father, the congregation of
Christ's flock,” and signed with the sign of the cross; and then the
priest declares that he is now regenerate, or born again. He has been
born again of water and the Holy Sprit’. He is ‘the child of God’
(Catechism).

Washing with water signifies cleansing from all sins. When
adults are baptized, they often go down right under the water and then
come up to be clothed in a new white robe. This means a death to sin
and rising again to a new life of righteousness, even as our Lord died,
and was buried, and rose, again, that He might save us from sin and
from the power of sin, and might give us new life in union with Himself.



